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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-17 have been examined. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 14 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Examiner considers that 
claim 14 is a dependent claim, and it is depending on independent claim 11. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable by 
Chaco et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,822,544). 

A. As per claim 1 , Chaco et al. discloses a system to be connected via a network 
to a plurality of medical systems installed in a medical institution, configured to 
manage various works performed at the medical systems, said system 
comprising: 

i. a memory which stores information items relating to work 
processes performed in the medical systems, each item representing the 
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sequence and conditions of one work process relating to one patient or 
one medical examination (Chaco et al.; col. 7, lines 50-67); 

ii. an information-updating processor which updates the information 
item stored in the memory to one that represents the present state of the 
work process (Chaco et al.; col. 4, lines 5-18); and 

iii. a transmitter which transmits display information to the medical 
systems through the network, the display information causing the medical 
system to display the information items updated on the present state of 
each of the work processes in such a display mode as to represent the 
present state of each of the work process relating to one patient or one 
medical examination (Chaco et al.; col. 3, lines 25-33 and col. 7, lines 50- 
67). 

B. As per claim 2, Chaco et al. discloses the system according to claim 1 , 
wherein each medical system comprises: 

i. a display device which displays states of the work processes being 
performed at any medical systems (Chaco et al.; col. 3, lines 17-24); 

ii. a process-selecting device which is operated to select each of work 
processes displayed by said display device (Chaco et al.; col. 3, lines 48- 
59); and 

iii. a processor that performs the work process selected by operating 
said process-selecting device (Chaco et al.; col. 3, lines 48-59). 
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C. As per claim 3, Chaco et al. discloses the system according to claim 2, which 
further comprises: an input device which is operated to input data for updating 
the sequences of the work processes displayed by the display device, and in 
which said information-updating processor updates the information items stored 
in said memory in accordance with the data input from said input device (Chaco 
et al.; col. 6, lines 41-46 and col. 10, lines 4-17). 

D. As per claim 4, Chaco et al. discloses the system according to claim 2, 
wherein said display device controls the number of steps of each work process 
which is displayed and constitutes each of the information items on the basis of a 
preset condition (Chaco et al.; col. 10, lines 22-30). 

E. As per claim 5, Chaco et al. discloses a system for managing various works in 
a medical institution, which comprises a plurality of medical devices or terminal 
devices which are connected to a network and a host computer which controls, 
via the network, works performed by using the medical devices or terminal 
devices, said host computer comprising: 

i. a memory which stores information representing sequential steps of 
at least one process defining a prescribed work relating to medical service 
and conditions in which the medical devices or terminal devices are to 
perform the prescribed work (Chaco et al.; col. 7, lines 50-67 and col. 1 1 , 
lines 35-47); 

ii. an information-selecting device which selects and reads work 
information about a work performed on a patient, from said memory in 
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accordance with diagnostic data input (Chaco et al.; col. 51, lines 22-29 
and lines 53-67); 

iii. a processor which controls, in accordance with the selected work 
information, the sequence of a process, which is defined by the work 
information about the work performed on the patient (Chaco et al.; col. 6, 
line 63 to col. 7, line 9); 

iv. a controller which controls the medical devices or terminal devices 
as said processor controls the sequence of a process (Chaco et al.; col. 

1 1 , lines 35-47); and 

v. a transmitter which transmits the work information selected by said 
information-selecting device and representing the state of the work being 
performed, to the medical devices or terminal devices (Chaco et al.; col. 
19, lines 38-49 and col. 51, lines 53-67), wherein said medical devices or 
terminal devices comprise display devices, respectively, which display the 
work information at the same time (Chaco et al.; col. 1 1 , line 66 to col. 12, 
line 5). 

F. As per claim 6, Chaco et al. discloses the system according to claim 5, 
wherein each of said medical devices or terminal devices further comprises an 
input device which is operated to input alteration information configured to update 
the work information displayed by said display device (Chaco et al.; col. 10, lines 
48-60 and col. 13, lines 31-47); 
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i. said host computer further comprises a receiver which receives the 
alteration information from said input device, through the network (Chaco 
et al.; col. 13, lines 31-47); and 

ii. said processor updates the work information in accordance with the 
alteration information received by said receiver (Chaco et al.; col. 4, lines 
5-18). 

G. As per claim 7, Chaco et al. discloses the system according to claim 5, 
wherein said display device controls the number of steps of each work process 
which is displayed and constitutes each of the information items on the basis of a 
preset condition for each of the medical devices or terminal devices (Chaco et 
al.; col. 3, lines 17-24 and col. 11, line 66 to col. 7, line 5). 

H. As per claim 8, Chaco et al. discloses a system for managing various works in 
a medical institution, which comprises a plurality of medical devices or terminal 
devices which are connected to a network and a host computer which controls, 
via the network, works performed by using the medical devices or terminal 
devices, said host computer comprising: 

i. a memory which stores information representing the sequential 
steps of at least one process defining a prescribed work relating to 
medical service and the conditions in which the medical devices or 
terminal devices are able to perform the prescribed work (Chaco et al.; 
col. 7, lines 50-67); 
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ii. an information-selecting device which selects and reads work 
information about a work performed on a patient, from the memory in 
accordance with diagnostic data input (Chaco et al.; col. 51 , lines 22-29 
and lines 53-67); 

iii. an information-updating processor which updates the work 
information to one representing the work now being performed in each of 
the medical device or terminal devices, in response to information that 
represents the present state of each medical device or terminal device 
and is transmitted from each medical device or terminal device connected 
to the network (Chaco et al.; col. 6, line 63 to col. 7, line 9 and col. 51, 
lines 22-29); and 

iv. a transmitter which transmits the work information updated by said 
information-updating processor to said medical devices or terminal 
devices (Chaco et al.; col. 19, lines 38-49 and col. 51, lines 53-67), and 

v. each of said medical devices and terminal devices comprising: a 
display device which displays the sequence of the work process 
represented by the work information selected by said information-selecting 
device and transmitted from said transmitter (Chaco et al.; col. 3, lines 17- 
24 and col. 1 1 , line 66 to col. 1 2, line 5); 

vi. a controller which controls a process defined by the work 
information (Chaco et al.; col. 1 1 , lines 35-47); and 
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vii. a transmitter which transmits information representing a state of the 
work being performed on the patient, to said host computer through the 
network (Chaco et al.; col. 19, lines 38-49 and col. 51, lines 53-67). 
I. As per claim 9, Chaco et al. discloses the system according to claim 8, 
wherein each of said medical devices and terminal devices further comprises an 
input device which is operated to input data for updating the sequences of the 
work process displayed by the display device, and in which the information- 
updating processor updates the sequence of the work process in accordance 
with the data input by said input device (Chaco et al.; col. 6, lines 41-46 and col. 
10, lines 4-17). 

J. As per claim 10, Chaco et al. discloses the system according to claim 8, 
wherein the number of steps of each work process, which is displayed by said 
display device, is controlled by a condition preset for each of said medical 
devices or terminal devices (Chaco et al.; col. 10, lines 22-30). 
K. As per claim 1 1 , Chaco et al. discloses a method of managing various works 
performed at medical systems installed in a medical institution, by using a system 
connected to the medical systems via a network, said method comprising: 
i. updating information items relating to the work processes 
performed in the medical systems (Chaco et al.; col. 4, lines 5-18), each of 
the information items corresponding to one patient or one medical 
inspection and representing the sequence and conditions of the work 
process (Chaco et al.; col. 7, lines 50-67); and 
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ii. transmitting display information to the medical systems through the 
network, the display information causing the medical system to display the 
information items updated on the present state of each of the work 
processes in such a display mode as to represent the present state of 
each of the work process relating to one patient or one medical 
examination (Chaco et al.; col. 3, lines 25-33 and col. 7, lines 50-67). 

L. As per claim 12, Chaco et al. discloses the method according to claim 1 1 , 

further comprising: 

i. displaying the state of the work process being performed at any 
medical system that have received the display information (Chaco et al.; 
col. 3, lines 17-24 and col. 11, line 66 to col. 12, line 5), and 

ii. performing a corresponding process in response to selection 
indication to each of the displayed work processes (Chaco et al.; col. 30, 
lines 23-45). 

M. As per claim 13, Chaco et al. discloses the method according to claim 11, 
wherein the information item representing the sequence of the work process is 
updated when the sequence is changed (Chaco et al.; col. 6, line 63 to col. 7, line 
9). 

N. As per claim 14, Chaco et al. discloses the method, wherein the number of 
steps of each work process, which is displayed, is controlled by a prescribed 
condition (Chaco et al.; col. 6, line 63 to col. 7, line 9). 
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Examiner considers that claim 14 is a dependent claim, and it is 

depending on independent claim 1 1 . 
O. As per claim 15, Chaco et al. discloses a method of managing various works 
performed by a plurality of medical devices or terminal devices connected to a 
network, said method comprising: 

i. changing the sequence of a work process which is defined by work 
information relating to one patient or one medical inspection, in 
accordance with work information which includes an information item 
representing the sequential steps of at least one process defining a 
prescribed work relating to medical service and an information item 
representing the conditions in which the medical devices or terminal 
devices are able to perform the prescribed work (Chaco et al.; col. 22, line 
45-65); 

ii. controlling the medical devices or terminal devices in accordance 
with the sequence of a work process, thus changed (Chaco et al.; col. 22, 
line 45-65); and 

iii. displaying, at each of the medical devices or terminal devices, the 
work information which represents the state of the work process being 
performed (Chaco et al.; col. 3, line 17-24 and col. 11, line 66 to col. 12, 
line 5). 

P. As per claim 16, Chaco et al. discloses the method according to claim 15, 
wherein the information item representing the sequence of the work process is 
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updated when the sequence is changed (Chaco et al.; col. 6, line 63 to col. 7, line 
9). 

Q. As per claim 17, Chaco et al. discloses the method according to claim 15, 
wherein the number of steps of each work process, which is displayed, is 
controlled by a prescribed condition (Chaco et al.; col. 6, line 63 to col. 7, line 9). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not used prior art teach "Patient monitoring and 
data processing system" 4,216,462 A, "Patient care and communication system" 
5,594,786 A, "Patient care and communication system" 5,689,229 A, "Medical facility 
and business: automatic interactive dynamic real-time management" 5,748,907 A, "X- 
ray CT scanner system having a plurality of x-ray scanner apparatus" 5,751 ,837 A, 
"Apparatus for remotely monitoring controllable devices" 5,764,1 59 A, "Patient care and 
communication system" 6,259,355 B1 , "Method and apparatus for remotely positioning 
region of interest in image" 6,500,122 B1, "Electrically controlled automated devices to 
control equipment and machinery with remote control and accountability worldwide" 
6,647,328 B2. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dilek B. Cobanoglu whose telephone number is 571- 
272-8295. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30. 
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7. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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